Third Sunday 

Of Advent 
December 11 th , 
2005 

Faith Sharing 
Readings and Questions 

2 Samuel 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Romans 
16: 25-27 Luke 1: 26-38 

Theme: Nothing is impossible with 
God! 

Question for Adults: Name one area 
of your life that you think is impossible. 
During this week, ask God to assist you 
with that area of your life. 

Question for Children: God has 
wonderful plans for you. What can you 
do each day to listen to God? 

Mon., December 12th, 2005 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Zee 2:14-17 Lk 1:26-38 
No Daily Mass 

Office Hours - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. - Lay Ministry Class 

Tues., December 13th, 2005 

Memorial of Saint Lucy, virgin and martyr 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 Mt 21:28-32 
5:45 p.m. Daily Mass 
Intention: Repose of Edy Phelps 
Office Hours - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
9:00-2:00 p.m. - Sewing Club Luncheon 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. - Women’s Encounter 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

Wed., December 14th, 2005 
Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, priest 
and doctor of the Church 

Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25 Lk7:18b-23 
Office Hours - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Food Pantry - 9:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

5:45 p.m. Daily Mass 
Intention: For the sexually abused 
6:15 p.m. - Wednesday Meal 
7:00 p.m. - Youth Formation Class 

Thur. December 15th, 2005 

Is 54:1-10 Lk 7:24-30 
8:00 a.m. Daily Mass 
Intention: For all aborted children in the 
B.H. area 

Office Hours - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Food Pantry Gift 
Wrapping 

Fri., December 16 th , 2005 

Is 56:l-3a, 6-8 Jn 5:33-36 

No Daily Mass 

Office Hours - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Sat., December 17th, 2005 

Daily Readings 
Gn 49:2, 8-10 Mt 1:1-17 
Sunday Readings 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Rom 16:25-27 

Lk 1:26-38 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm - Food Pantry 
4:00 p.m. - Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Health of Paula Tunseth 


Ministry Schedule: 

Bread Baker: Lori Kline; all three masses 
Altar Servers: Bethany & Hannah Ehresman 

& Alex Kuehler 

Blood: Reggie & Jay me Hunt , Wayne & Pat 

Roe 

Body: Walt Wilson 
Lector: Dennis & Judy Olson 
Sacristan: Erik & Estela Haakedahl 
Ushers: Joe & Diane Norman 
Music: Family Choir 

Sun., December 18 th 2005 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Rom 16:25-27 Lk 

1:26-38 

8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of Mary Jo Spencer 
Ministry Schedule: 

Altar Servers: Dane & Hannah Schroeder & 
Cheyenne Quinn 

Blood: Frank & Donna Boner; Kelly Wivell 
& Earry Williamson 
Euch: Min.: Body: Walt Wilson 
Lector: Earry & Joyce Williamson 
Sacristan: Frank & Donna Boner 
Ushers: Becky & Ken Wentz 
Music: Regina's Minstrels 

8:30 a.m. - RCIA Class Meets in Library 

9:00 a.m. - Coffee and Donuts in Church 
Basement 

9:15 a.m. -Youth Formation Classes 

10:30 a.m. Liturgy of Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of souls in purgatory 
Ministry Schedule: 

Altar Servers: Kaleah & Austin Evans & 
Mary Pulaski 

Blood: Kathy & Ken Van Asma r Denise 
McCormick & Sharon Fong 
Euch: Min.: Body: Walt Wilson 
Lector: Jim Pulaski & Carrie Baker 
Sacristan: Ken & Kathy Van Asma 
Ushers: Bob & Pam Wentz 
Music: Folk Group 

FROM THE 
PASTOR’S DESK 

(Continued from last week) 

Who Is Jesus? The Gospel according to 
mark is built around the question of Jesus’ 
identity. On the one hand, his identity is a 
mystery and a great source of wonderment to 
people who continually ask “who is this?” 
(e.g., 2:7; 4:41; 6:2-3). In chapter 8 - the very 
middle of the gospel - Jesus himself asks the 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” At 
his two trials the Jewish authorities ask, “Are 
you the Messiah?” (14:61), and Pilate asks, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” (15:2). 
Everyone wants to know who Jesus is. On the 
other hand, those who make some statement 
about his identity, that is, demons and people 
healed by Jesus, are commanded by Jesus to 
keep silent and not to tell anyone (e.g. 1:34, 
43-44; 3:11-12; 5:43; 7:36; 8:26, 30; 9:9). 
This characteristic Markan feature is called 
“The Messianic Secret.” The most likely 
reason Mark employs this technique is to 
prevent confusion about Jesus’ true identity. 


If people hear that he is “the Holy One of 
God” (1:24), “the Messiah” (8:29), a prophet 
(8:2/8), or the “Son of David” (10:47, 48), 
they may think he is soon to reveal his power 
and glory and perhaps throw off the 
oppressive yoke of the occupying Roman 
army in Judah. This mistaken expectation is 
actually voiced by the crown when Jesus 
enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The 
people shout out the nationalistic hopes they 
place on Jesus: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is 
the kingdom of our father David that is to 
come” (11:9-10) But for the Evangelist, all 
such statements about Jesus are either wrong 
or only partially true. For Mark, writing to a 
persecuted Church, no statement about Jesus’ 
identity is adequate or accurate that does not 
take into account his suffering and death on 
the cross. Thus, anything demons or people 
can say during his ministry prior to his death 
is necessarily incomplete and possibly 
misleading. The truth is finally revealed by 
the Roman centurion at the foot of the cross 
who exclaims. “Truly, this man was the Son 
of God” (15:39). This is the unexpected 
climax of the gospel, and an ironic climax it 
is: what discloses the truth about Jesus’ 
identity is not any deed of power or 
manifestation of transfigured glory but rather 
his suffering and death. He is, indeed, the 
“Son of God” but he is a suffering-dying Son 
of God. This is a Jesus persecuted Christians 
can understand: Jesus has undergone what 
they face; and as he triumphed over death 
through his resurrection, so will they if they 
persevere to the end” (13:13/ 

(Will continue next week) 

Prayer Corner: Please remember in your daily 
prayers: 

Edy Phelps - Repose 
Christine Burg - Repose 
Newell Bies - health 
Martha Vinton - Peace 
Charity Saathoff - Repose 
Ray Hume - Improved health 
Justin Judy- Improved health 
Barbra Robinson - Repose 
Mike Cariveau - Repose 



STEWARDSHIP 
December 3 rd & 4 th 
General Collections 


Loose 

$1,563.38 

Envelopes 

$2,430.00 

Votive 

$1.50 

Student 

$87.69 

Youth Formation 

$50.00 

Building 

$11,826.66 

Other 

$396.68 

Total 

$16,328.91 


Living Liturgy, Spirituality, 
Celebration Catechesis For Sundays and 
Solemnities 2006; by Joyce Ann 
Zimmerman, C.P.P.S, Thomas A. 
Greisen, Kathleen Harmon, S.N.D. de N. 
& Thomas L. Leclerc, M.S. Liturgical 
Press 







2006 Contribution Envelopes are ready in 
the gathering area with your names on them. 
If a box is not available for you and you 
would like one, please inform Teresa in the 
Parish office. Also, if you have envelopes 
and do not want to use them, please inform 
Teresa so that they may be assigned to 
someone else. Thank you! 


I'll Be Home for Christmas 
Will be presented by the combined 
choirs of the Piedmont Valley 
churches on Sunday, December 11, at 
3:00 pm at Grace United Methodist 
Church. If you're longing to get home 
for Christmas, the best place to start is 
in God's love and grace. This cantata 
promises to be a first step on the 
journey home this Christmas. 


Faithful Citizenship _Genetic enhancement 
means altering genes to improve human 
traits or characteristics beyond what is 
considered “normal” for humans, that is, 
different from naturally occurring genomes 
(all the DNA of an organism). In contrast, 
genetic therapy means altering genes that 
have harmful mutations in order to prevent 
or cure diseases. Most agree that a genetic 
change that reduces the occurrence of 
devastating disease is good, when it is done 
morally. 

Genetic Enhancement: Custom Kids and 

Chimeras by Marilyn E. Coors, Ph.D., 
Respect Life Program Article 2005, USCCB 
Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities: 
www.usccb.org/prolife 

tiif f §i « m ' 

Seniors Touring of the Area Christmas 

Lights Wednesday, Dec. 21 st , at 6:30. If 
you are 55 or older and would like to view 
the Christmas lights, by van, with great 
company, meet here at OLBH at 6:30 p.m. 
Please sign up in the gathering area 

The giving tree is now up with tags . 

Please take a tag and consider this part of 
your Christmas “Treasure” stewardship. All 
gifts should be returned no later then Dec 
11 th , with tags attached but gifts 
unwrapped . All gifts stay in the Piedmont, 
Black Hawk area. If you know of someone 
in our area who is in need of Christmas 
giving, please call Judy at 716-4647 or 
Dorothy at 787-4509. 

Christmas Caroling after 
mass Saturday, Dec. 17 th . 
We welcome all people of 
all ages to sing the good 
news! We will offer hot chocolate after 
caroling. Please sign up in the gathering 
area. 


Women’s Encounter Tuesday, December 
13 th at 7:00 p.m. in the Library. Topic: 
Courageous Virtue a scripture based 
discussion. All women are invited. Bring a 
friend! Lor more information, please call 
Kathy van Asma at 787-6218 

Diocesan News: 

Christian Family Planning Seminar , a 

requirement for engaged couples, will be 
offered by the Diocesan Natural Family 
Planning Ministry on Saturday, January 14, 
9:00 a.m. - Noon at St. Anthony’s in Hot 
Springs. The seminar is also an enriching 
learning experience for married couples and 
anyone wanting to know more about Natural 
Family Planning and the Church’s teachings. 
For more information and to register for this 
seminar, call Family Life Ministries at 343- 
3541. 

Level II Separated & Divorced Support 

Group. “Happiness Is An Inside Job” , 

Hi 

begins at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, January 12 

at St. Therese Church, 520 Adams St., Rapid 
City. Level II is an eight-week non- 
denominational support group using John 
Powell’s book by the same name. The group 
is designed to help individuals deepen their 
healing experience and find new meaning and 
purpose in their lives following a significant 
loss. Pre-registration is required. Registration 
fee (includes the book) is $38.00. For 
information, contact Family Life Ministries at 
343-3541. 

“Heal Your Grief’, the Bereavement 

Support Group sponsored by Family Life 
Ministries, is an eight-week non- 
denominational support group open to all 
Christian adults who have lost a loved one due 
to death. The group begins Monday, 
January 23 rd , at 7:00 p.m., at Blessed 
Sacrament Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd, Rapid 
City. Please come early to register. For 
information or to pre-register, call Janece 
Rieman, 605-343-5547 or Family Life 
Ministries at 605-343-3541. 

New Jail Ministry - Are You Interested? 

As part of our Salt and Light Ministry, a new 
program will soon be offered at our Pennington 
County Jail in Rapid City. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please attend our organizational 
meeting at Blessed Sacrament on Monday, 
December 12, at 7:00 pm. We will meet in the 
Theater (come in new front door and go down the 
steps). We will discuss the program details and the 
amount of time each volunteer would sacrifice. We 
are predicting that each participant would spend 
about two to three hours each month in this 
ministry. Jesus said, "Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father. Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. For I was... in 
prison and you visited me. ...whatever you did for 
one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me." 
Is Jesus calling you? Will you help Him? Call 
Deacon Greg Palmer at 342-3336 if you have 
questions. 


16 th ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF 
PRAYER FOR LIFE Thursday, December 

8 th 5:30 PM - 10 PM This year’s Diocesan 
observance of the National Night of Prayer for Life 
will be held at Blessed Sacrament Church in Rapid 
City. This nationwide prayer event seeks an end to 
all threats against life and encourages life- 
affirming solutions to problems. Bishop Blase 
Cupich will celebrate the Mass of the Immaculate 
Conception at 5:30 PM; three hours of Eucharistic 
Adoration will follow. Each hour will be 
sponsored by a Rapid City area parish and will 
include the rosary and prayers for life. 
Benediction at 9:45 PM will close the Night of 
Prayer. Sponsored by the Diocesan Pro-Life 
Commission. Prayer is our strongest weapon! 

For the Ride Home 
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2005 

Scripture 

■ .. .why then do you baptize? (John 1:25) 

■ to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and release to the 
prisoners, (Isaiah 61:1) 

■ the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. He has mercy on 
those who fear him in every generation. 
(Luke 1:49,50) 

■ I am the voice of one crying out in the 
desert, ‘make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ (John 1:23) 

■ Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. (1 
Thessalonians 5:17) 

Reflection 

■ Why “do you baptize?” (How do you 
baptize?) 

■ Who are the ‘captives” and the 
“prisoners?” Who will “proclaim liberty” 
and “release them?” How are they set 
free? 

■ Where is the “desert?” Where will you 
listen for “the voice crying out?” 

■ When do you “pray without ceasing?” 

And yet in the name of liberty man is 
enslaved. He frees himself from one kind of 
servitude and enters into another. This is 
because freedom is bought by obligations, 
and obligations are bonds. We do not 
sufficiently distinguish the nature of bonds 
we take upon ourselves in order to be free. 

If I obligate myself spiritually in order to be 
free economically, then I buy a lower 
freedom at the price of a higher one, and in 
fact I enslave myself. (In ordinary words, 
this is called selling my soul for the sake of 
money, and what money can buy.) 

Today, as a matter of fact there is very little 
freedom anywhere because everyone is 
willing to sacrifice his spiritual liberty for 
some lower kind. He will compromise his 
personal integrity (spiritual liberty) for the 
sake of security, or ambition, or pleasure, or 
just to be left in peace. 



2 

"Merton, Thomas, Conjectures of a 
Guilty Bystander , DoubleDay: New 
York, 1989, P. 83 





























